Washington Dental Service Foundation

Emergency Room - 60 second radio spot

Voice 1: 

Been to an emergency room lately?  They’re overcrowded.  The ER cares for everyone regardless of ability to pay, even patients with dental problems.  

Voice 2: 

In a recent 18-month period there were 54,000 dental-related visits to emergency rooms in Washington.  Costs exceeded 36 million dollars. 

Voice 1: 

State legislators eliminated dental coverage for low-income adults to save money.   But it doesn’t save money when patients end up in emergency rooms.  

Voice 2:

This year legislators have a unique opportunity.  Restore dental coverage for low-income adults and the federal government will pay the full cost of dental care for all new Medicaid enrollees. 

 It’s part of making sure Washington gets its fair share under healthcare reform. 

Voice 1: 

Urge legislators to restore dental care for low-income people.  It’s a wise investment that saves money and helps people stay healthy and productive. 

Announcer: Sponsored by the Washington Dental Service Foundation, part of Delta Dental Washington.  Go to Oral Health Watch dot org to learn more. 

Washington Dental Service Foundation & American Diabetes Association of Washington
Oral Health and Diabetes- 60-second radio spot
Voice 1:

I’m one of 400,000 in Washington with diabetes.  When I wondered how diabetes would change my life.  My doctor gave it to me straight. 

Voice 2:

Take care of yourself.   Otherwise you may be at higher risk for heart or kidney disease and even face amputations and blindness. 

Voice 1: 

My doctor also told me to take care of my oral health.  Untreated gum disease can make it hard to control blood sugar, leading to medical complications. 

Voice 2:

In one year more than 76,000 people with diabetes were hospitalized in our state at a cost of $1.5 billion.   Research shows when people with diabetes receive oral health care, hospital admissions can be reduced by 61 percent in the first year.

Voice 1:

The legislature eliminated dental coverage for most Medicaid enrollees including people with diabetes.  Urge legislators to restore this coverage. 

Announcer:  Sponsored by Washington Dental Service Foundation part of Delta Dental, and by the American Diabetes Association of Washington.  Learn more at Oral Health Watch dot org.
